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It isa common human tendency to plan on starting something “soon” than “right
away". This applies to investing too. “Let the bonus come in.” “Let the EMI get over.”
“Let this month settle down, I'll start my SIP next month.” We say these lines with
confidence, believing the right moment is just around the corner.

It sounds perfectly sensible in the moment, but it's quietly one of the most
expensive lines in personal finance. Because when you delay that first investment
by 30 days, you're not just losing a month, you're losing every day of compounding
that would've started with it.

Why We Delay our Investments?

Delaying investments isn't usually about discipline - it's shaped by our natural
behavioural biases. Behavioural economists call this present bias, our natural
tendency to prioritize today’'s comfort over tomorrow’s benefit, even when we know

the future matters more.

These are the most common forms that delay tends to take:

The Perfect Moment Myth
Waiting for the “right” time to enter the market.

The Round Number Trap
Waiting to invest 10,000 instead of starting with 2,000 today

The Clarity Excuse

Waiting to "understand mutual funds properly" before starting.
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Why We Delay our Investments?

The sooner you start, makes a lot of difference!

SIP of Rs 1000 invested till the age of 60
T in lakhs
80

Age 30 Age 35
Starting age of investment

@ Total amount invested through SIP @ Investment value at the age of 60

Source: MFI 360. Past performance may or may not be sustained in future and is not a
guarantee of any future returns. Data as on 3lst July 2026, the rate of return is calculated
using an SIP amount of Rs 1000 invested in Nifty 50 TRI at the beginning of every month for
a period of 35 years, 30 years, 25 years and 20 years till 3lst July 2026. Performance is
calculated using Nifty 50 TRI values, as Nifty 50 TRI data is not available before July 1999,
performance is calculated using Nifty 50 PRI values till June 1999 and TRI values since July
1999. The above calculations are based on actual returns of NIFTY 50 Index to explain the
power of compounding and should not be construed as a promise of minimum returns and
safeguard of capital.

Time Is the One Input You Can't Buy Back

Every other input in investing - the amount, the fund, the asset mix, can be
adjusted later. You can top up your SIP next year. You can switch funds. You can
rebalance. The one thing you can never retroactively add is time already gone.
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So, What Actually Helps?

The solution to this is not to push harder but to begin with something simple
enough to stick.

1 Start before you feel "ready."
A small SIP started today could posiblibly beat a large one planned for

"someday."

2 Automate your SIP’s.
Let the SIP debit happen before you have the chance to talk yourself out of
it.

3 Pick a horizon-appropriate fund, then let time do the work.

For long-term goals, well-diversified equity categories, like a flexi cap fund
that could move across large, mid and small caps as opportunities shift are
built precisely to be held through market cycles, not timed around them.

When reviewing long-term SIP options, funds with long operating histories could
offer useful perspective on how they've moved through different market conditions.
For example, HDFC Flexi Cap Fund, launched in January 1995, is one such fund with
a multi-decade record available for analysis. A monthly SIP of Rs 10,000@ in HDFC
Flexi Cap Fund since its inception has bloomed into Rs 21.60A Crore.

SIP — Systematic Investment Plan
Assuming X 10,000, invested systematically since inception from 01 january 1995, on the first

business day of every month over a period of time. AAs on July 31st 2026. For complete
performance in SEBI prescribed format, please refer page 5

You don't need to time the market, predict the next rally, or wait for a bonus. If you

can override one thought — “I'll start next month” — you’ve already done half the
work

Sound Investment + Time + Patience

Invest Now!

4/5



Weekend Bytes | August 2026 BHAROSA APNO KA

HDFC Flexi Cap Fund

A. SIP Performance” - Regular Plan - Growth Option

Lorem Ipsum Since 15year 10year 5year 3year 1year
Inception SIP SIp SIp SIp SIp
Total Amount Invested (X in lacs) 37.90 18.00 12.00 6.00 3.60 1.20
Market Value as on July 31,2026 (X in lacs) 2,260.28 67.28 2927 8.90 4.21 1.24
Returns (%) 20.34 16.00 16.99 15.78 10.39 5.86
Benchmark Returns (%)# 14.61 13.94 13.90 1.21 7.32 5.89
Additional Benchmark Returns (%)## 13.21 12.31 11.97 8.16 4.39 -0.61

Assuming 10,000 invested systematically on the first Business Day of every month over a period of time. CAGR returns are
computed after accounting for the cash flow by using XIRR method (investment internal rate of return) for Regular Plan - Growth
Option. The above investment simulation is for illustrative purposes only and should not be construed as a promise on minimum
returns and safeguard of capital. SIP - Systematic Investment Plan.

B. Performance’ - Regular Plan - Growth Option NAV as on July 31, 2026 %2,059.826 (per unit)
Scheme Bench . Additional Value of investment of () 10,000
Returns enchmar Benchmark -
(%) Returns (%)# Returns (%) Sc?;)me Benchmark (X) BenAc?\?r;t;?E??l\’)
Last1VYear 4.60 3.37 -0.43 10,460 10,337 9,957
Last 3 Years 16.27 12.29 8.56 15,725 14,163 12,798
Last 5 Years 17.99 12.53 10.39 22,886 18,055 16,405
Last 10 Years 1554 13.55 1227 42,476 35,688 31,857
Since Inception* 18.36 12.17 1.31 2,059,826 376,921 295,853

Common notes for above table A & B!'Past performance may or may not be sustained in future and is not a guarantee of any
future returns. *Inception Date: January 01, 1995. The scheme is managed by Mr. Amit Ganatra since February 01, 2026.# Nifty
500 TRI. ## Nifty 50 TRI. The expenses of the Direct Plan under the Scheme wiill be lower to the extent of the distribution expenses
/ commission charged in the Regular Plan. As NIFTY 50 TRI data is not available since inception of the scheme, additional
benchmark performance is calculated using composite CAGR of NIFTY 50 PRI values from January 1,1995 to June 29, 1999 and TRI
values since June 30, 1999. Load is not taken into consideration for computation of performance. Returns greater than 1year period
are compounded annualized (CAGR). Returns as on July 31, 2026.

For performance of other funds managed by fund manager, Please click here.

HDFC Flexi Cap Fund (An open ended dynamic
equity scheme investing across large cap, mid

cap -, small cap stocks) is suitable for investors
who are seeking*:

- To generate long term capital appreciation/income Nifty 500 TRI

- Investment predominantly in equity & equity related

g Moderate Risk Moderately High Risk Moderate Risk Moderately High Risk
Instruments Low to D High Risk Low to . High Risk
Moderate Risk Moderate Risk

*Investors should consult their financial advisers, if Q
i Very i ' Very
Low Rnsk. ‘ High Risk Low R|sk. ‘ High Risk

in doubt about whether the product is suitable for
The risk of the scheme is very high The risk of the benchmark is very high

Riskometer # Benchmark Riskometer #

them. #For latest Riskometer, investors may refer to
the Monthly Portfolios disclosed on the website of
the Fund viz. www.hdfcfund.com

Scheme and Benchmark Riskometer as on July 31,
2026.

Views expressed above are indicative and should not be construed as investment advice or as a substitute for financial planning.
Due to the personal nature of investments, investors are advised to seek professional advice before investing.

MUTUAL FUND INVESTMENTS ARE SUBJECT TO MARKET RISKS,
READ ALL SCHEME RELATED DOCUMENTS CAREFULLY.

Mission: To be the wealth creator for every Indian
Vision: To be the most respected asset manager in the world



https://www.hdfcfund.com/mutual-funds/scheme-performance-summary-fund-manager-wise

